Kingsway Rochdale OL16 4UU
Telephone: 01706 648174
Fax: 01706 710283
Website: www.lowerplace.net
Headteacher: Ms K Martin

Thursday 16th July 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,
Firstly, we would like to express our thanks to you for the support we have received from you over the last few
months. It has been an incredibly challenging time for everyone. We have really enjoyed hearing about the
learning that has taken place at home and receiving examples of work from the children via Google
Classroom. This week you have had the opportunity to join your child’s teacher for September to allow them
to say hello and introduce themselves. In addition, you have been able to book a phone call with your child’s
current class teacher to discuss your child’s report and ask any questions you may have.
As you know, over the last half term, we have been able to welcome back more children. We have loved having
some of the children back over this time. We are only sorry that we have not been able to offer this
opportunity to all year groups. We are looking forward to seeing everyone back next year!
We would also like to thank you for your patience in waiting for our response to the Department of Education’s
guidance for schools which was released on 2nd July, for the return to school in September. As you can imagine,
leaders and governors have been working very hard to plan for the full opening of the school. Please be aware
that this information will be accurate at time of writing, but we may find that we need to adapt our planning if the
government releases further guidance for schools during the summer holidays.
You can refer to the government’s guidance for parents and carers at the following
link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-earlyyearsproviders-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-andcarers-need-toknow-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
There is a lot of information to communicate in this letter, so please read the following very carefully. We would
also encourage you to explore the ‘Hello there-Reopening School’ section on the school website page with your
child. We will put everything to do with the new academic year here.
o Summer Holidays
School will be closed over the summer holidays; therefore we are unable to offer our Key Worker/Vulnerable
Provision over the Summer period. The last day of school is Friday 17th July

INFORMATION FOR SEPTEMBER
We are very excited to have all of the children back in September as well as our new Reception children! There
are several changes that will be in place when we re-open in September and school may feel slightly different. All
of the changes will help to keep children, families and staff as safe as possible. We are aiming to make things as
safe as possible because we want to encourage all of our families to feel happy to come to school.
Below are some of the routines we will be following

Wherever possible, children will be kept in their class or year group bubbles.
o Year 1 to 6 will be in class bubbles for the majority of the time and sometimes in year group
bubbles to enable playtimes, lunchtime etc.
o Reception will be in class bubbles for registration but to enable them to access both indoor and
outdoor free-flow learning they will be in a year group bubble for a lot of the time



Wherever possible, social distancing will be implemented. We will have no large gatherings, bringing
different groups together, e.g. whole-school assemblies or parent workshops. Assemblies will be held through
Google Classroom.

Hygiene and cleaning routines will continue to be part of everyday practices and will be a
high priority. We are funding additional cleaning hours so that cleaning of high contact/use areas can be
cleaned throughout the day.

Parents/carers will not be allowed in the school building, except for exceptional circumstances or for a
pre-planned meeting that cannot take place over the phone or via video call. This is to reduce contact.

Any communication will need to happen via email or by contacting the school office in the first instance.

School uniform is required and children must be able to manage their clothes themselves as much as
possible – no shoe laces or tricky zips, please!

Attendance is mandatory from September and all children are expected to attend school and all rules on
school attendance will apply.
Start and End times for the School Day:
We need to reduce the amount of human traffic both on the school site and on the roads at peak times.
Start and end times are staggered, and we have tried to co-ordinate them to enable parents to drop off children
in different year groups. A map of the school buildings showing drop off points will be posted on the website in
the section called ‘Hello there-Reopening School’.
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Mon- Thurs
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Entrance

Ra

8.50

3.00

1.00

Rb

9.00

3.10

1.10

Rc

9.10

3.20

1.20

1a

8.45

3.10

1.15

Fire door by the main office

1b

8.45

3.10

1.15

Secret Garden gate via the playground

1c

8.45

3.10

1.15

Left hand KS1 hall door

2a

8.50

3.15

1.20

Secret Garden gate via the playground

2b

8.50

3.15

1.20

Left hand KS1 hall door

2c

8.50

3.15

1.20

KS1 entrance door (far side of playground)

3a

8.45

3.10

1.15

Inclusion Office door

3b

8.45

3.10

1.15

Right hand hall door

4a

8.50

3.20

1.25

Right hand KS2 hall door

4b

8.50

3.20

1.25

Left hand KS2 hall door

5a

8.40

3.15

1.20

5b

8.40

3.15

1.20

Left hand KS2 hall door
Door near the kitchen path (Staff will direct from KS2

6a

8.40

3.15

1.30

Classroom door of new building in Charter St playground

6b

8.40

3.15

1.30

Classroom door

6c

8.40

3.15

1.30

Classroom door

EYFS gate entrance

playground)

Following discussions with the governing body, we have decided to close early on a Friday.

This will enable a deep clean of the school to take place. All of the toys and resources will be sterilised and dried
ready for the following week. Childcare provision will be led by a team of teaching assistants and organised within
bubbles. This will also mean that we do not have to have any additional staff on site to cover the teachers’ PPA
time thus keeping numbers in your child’s bubble as low as possible. We believe these measures will help to
reduce the risk of infection. We have made some small changes to the timetabled lessons within school, and we
are still exceeding the statutory teaching time required each week, even with this change.
Working families: If you are a single working parent or a family where both parents work, you should complete
the attached booking form and return to the office by email before Tuesday 21st July. We will then put
arrangements in place so that your child can be cared for at school on Fridays until 3.15pm.
Breakfast Club: This will not be able to run from the start of the autumn term. We hope to be able to offer some
form of breakfast club by the start of October. Thank you for your patience as we continue to work out the
logistics of how we can do this while retaining year group bubbles.
Families with siblings: We would like to support families with siblings, as we can see that the staggered start/end
times could otherwise be very tricky! In the mornings: please drop off your eldest child followed by younger
children. In the afternoons please collect your youngest children first. Staff will not leave any children
unsupervised if you are delayed due to picking up siblings.
The School Site: Separate entrances and exits have been created to reduce the chance of bottle necks, where
possible we have tried to create one-way systems. Staff will be out and about to support you following the routes
each morning. From 8.30am the carpark gate will be locked but until then it may still be in use so please do not
walk across the car park until after 8.30am. The gate will also be locked from 2.50pm until 3.20pm to again
support the safety of our families.
Only one parent may come for drop off/pick up. Please ensure you come at the correct time. No parent may
come in to school without a prior appointment.
Reducing risk of transmission: There is a separate document called ‘Information on reducing risk in school
in September’ which will be available on the ‘Hello there-Reopening School’ section of the school website from
mid-August.
The first day of school in September: We will have two training days at the start of September to ensure we are
ready for the children. The first day of school is Thursday 3rd September. Year 1 to 6 should arrive at the times
indicated and go straight to their drop off points.
Reception will have a different start date and time. Parents will receive a different letter with all the information
on. If you are unsure of what to do as a new starter, please do ring the office and we will be very happy to help
you.
Still have questions? If you have any questions or concerns, we urge you to contact the senior leadership team via
the school office. We are very happy to talk about any worries you may have. There is a lot of information to take
in so please don’t panic! - There will be another letter that will come out nearer the start of school that will
remind parents of all the important parts for the first week!
I hope you have an enjoyable summer and I am very much looking forward to meeting you all in September.
Best wishes and stay safe.

Ms Karen Martin
Headteacher

